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OPEN DAILY 
From 8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. 


The special opening will be considered for the overseas visitors at 
other times. Please contact the curator 
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SATH museum is an open air museum. 
ucture iS a realistic 
prisoner of war hut. It was established in 1977 
Vat Chaichumpol. 
Phra Fesih his 


the present chief abbot of 
erable museum 
is now run by the temple. 
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e JEATH museum was established to 


collect tena items connected with the 


construction of the Death Railway by prisoners 
during the second world war, 


2485-2486) 


of war (PoW's) 


1942-1943 (BE. 
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(i) The first thing you rrive at 


1 will see when you a 


the museum is the bamboo hut with a collection of 


photographs. This h 


ut is very similar to those used 
as living quaters by PoW's while they were forced, 
the Japanese Army, to construct the Death Rail- 
way linking Thailand and Burma. 
Actually, 


been built as a copy of an original. 


the hut is not an original but it has 
Here you will 
see how the prisoners lived while working on the 
railway. 
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prisoners telling OT the suffering of the prisoners the 415 kilometre lone Death Railwa ind tne 
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ridge over the miVeCT AWa2e. 


The word JEATH also replaces the word 
Death because it sounds too horrific. 


The JEATH museum is a very important part of 
the history of Death Railway which will 
complete your visit to the River Kwae Bridge. 


WHAT IS THE DEATH RAILWAY AND 
THE RIVER KWAE BRIDGE ? 


The Death Railway was a strategic railway built 
between Thailand and Burma. It was 415 
kilometres long (303 kms in Thailand and 112 
kms in Burma) and passed through the Three 
Pagoda Pass in Sangkhlaburi District, the most 
northern part of Kanchanaburi Province. 


Construction was began on September 16, 
1942 at Nong Pladuk, Thailand by 
approximately 30,000 prisoners of war from the 
afore mentioned countries and more than 
200,000 impressed labourers from India, China, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Burma and 
Thailand. Of these, more than 16,000 PoW's 
and 100,000 impressed labourers died of many 
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diseases, due to starvation and lack of medical 
equipment. 


It is said that the first survey by the Japanese 
engineers predicted that it would take at least 
five years to finish this railway line, but the 
Japanese army forced the prisoners to complete 
it in only sixteen months. Thus it was completed 
on 25 December 1943. 


Dear visitors, JEATH museum has been 
constructed not for the maintenance of the 
hatred among human beings, especially among 
the Japanese and allied countries, but to warn 
and teach us the lesson of HOW TERRIBLE 
WAR IS. 


MAY PEACE 
ALWAYS CONQUER VIOLENCE 


To contact the museum : 
Phramaha Tomsan Tongproh 
The JEATH War Museum 

Wat Chaichumpol, Bantai, Muang 
Kanchanaburi, Thailand 

Tel. 034-515203 


Designer T Tongproh 
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